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The Realtors® Association of Citrus County, Inc. exists to inform, educate and uphold the high standards set forth in  the 

REALTOR® Code of Ethics enhancing our members professionalism and image while fostering cooperation among our 

members and serving our communities.  We provide education and leading -edge technology to better safeguard private 

property rights  and promote equal  housing opportunity.  
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        Past and Future  

A few weeks ago, my son Aaron (38) competed in and completed 

the Marine Corp. Marathon in Washington, DC.  It is the first step in 

his quest to compete in a marathon in Scotland in 2012.  Prior to 

this event he has participated with his sister and a close friend in 

several triathlons where Aaron would swim the first leg, sister Lara 

would ride the bicycle and good friend Steve would run the final leg.  

Together they have done pretty well.   I am fascinated to watch 

them practice and prepare for these events.  I am somewhat jealous that I never did any 

of this stuff in my early years.  

As I look back over 2011, I feel like I have run a marathon of my own.  It has been a 

very interesting and challenging year.  Sometimes a little boring, like the middle part of 

the marathon, but more often than not, some serious obstacles.  Our recent trip to NAR 

in California gave me a lot of insight into 2012 and the challenges Sarah will face on your 

behalf.  Lawrence Yun, NARôs chief economist predicts a 4% increase in home sales and a 

2% price increase.  He estimated that 2013 will offer us a 6% uptick and that prices will 

climb 3%.  It is not great, but I think it makes it worthwhile for those of you sitting on 

the fence to renew your membership and plan to stick around for the next 2 years.  His           

prediction for employment and wages is that they will head upward modestly.  NARôs 

message to Washington is to ñDo No Harm ò to the fragile housing market.  Leave the 

100 year old Mortgage Interest Deduction alone is one message that NAR is delivering 

loudly.  Another message is that our nationôs leaders need to leave current lending          

standards in place or relax them slightly.  Now is not the time to raise the FHA loan down 

payment from 3.5% to 5% or more, again, ñDo No Harm!ò  NAR is also working with the 

nationôs leading lenders to reinforce these messages to Washington.  NARôs message, as 

explained by Yun, is that the federal government ñnot stymieò what little momentum the 

housing market is seeing by moving forward with a proposal to require 20% down            

payments from home buyers or making other destabilizing policy shifts.  Yun feels that it 

is also crucial that interest rates stay low and that lenders soften their position on credit 

scores (currently 760 for Fannie and Freddie and just under 700 for FHA).   

                                                                                                       continue  
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WANT TO WIN A FREE MEMBERSHIP LUNCH?   

To the first member to email bonnie@raccfl.com            
the answer to question below. 

How many Christmas gifts for children were         

provided by Family Resource Center in 2010?  
Last Month             

Winner Was   

Karen Ropes  

 Yun points out that the tough underwriting standards are lender driven because of          

concern that  borrowers may be unable to repay loans.  He counters that this risk is low.  

He believes that rather than prices heading downward, that home prices have been stable 

for the last two years and are poised to head up, which will reduce lending risks, lower 

foreclosures, boost sales, and further strengthen the market.  To reinforce his position, he 

points to both NAR and Case -Shiller data, which shows that prices have been hovering 

around a $140,000 national median since 2009.  His viewpoint made me feel better and 

more encouraged about 2012, and I hope that it will also help you be more optimistic.  

Finally, I want to say Thank -You to all of you for letting me be your association President 

in 2011.  It has been a great and rewarding experience for me.  I have a broader under-

standing of the association, its committees and projects.  I have gotten to meet and work 

with many of you and that has helped me build some wonderful friendships and relation-

ships that I will treasure going forward.  I have had the total support of the association AE 

and staff and all the fantastic committee chairs, the President -Elect and board members.  

Without each of you it would have been a much less pleasant experience.   

To each member of the Realtor® Association of Citrus County, I want to say a heartfelt 

Thank -You for allowing me the privilege of being able to serve you and our association.  

May you all have a wonderful, joyful, safe and happy holiday season.   I hope we will see 

one another at Sarah Spencerôs installation banquet on January 7th . 
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 The November General Membership Meeting welcomed 6 new REALTOR® members!                           

Karrie Bailey~ERA American Realty BH,Stefanie Fellows-

C21 JW Morton, Kristin Bortz~ Plantation  Realty, Martha 

Sather~ RE/MAX Realty One -BH , Katie Spires~ Keller 

Williams and Maria Pauelsen~ ERA American Realty INV,  

were inducted as new members, welcome ladies! 

Ginger West of the Family Resource Center (FRC) was the 

guest speaker.  Ginger has been with FRC for 30 years and 

told us that in 2010 they provided Christmas gifts to 2,057 

children in Citrus County.  Direct referrals are not allowed 

instead, they depend on 38 agencies throughout the County.  

Those agencies interview the families and then supply the 

information to the FRC.  Ginger emphasized that although 

they do want the children to have toys, they are in desperate 

need of shoes, clothes, jackets and warm blankets.  We 

learned that it takes 400 volunteers to wrap all the presents for the children and that most days they are 

there until 2am to get it done.  If you would like to volunteer, you can call 344-1001.    

Ginger also reported that the Outreach Center is now open.  The Hernando 

Civic Association is disbanded and gave the property to FRC.  The Outreach 

Center is equipped with 2 computers for Food Stamp applications and 2           

computers to assist with job searches.  Once a month there will be a County 

Staff person available to assist Veterans, and they will also have a free medical 

clinic available for cancer screenings and more.   

Besides having a Food Pantry, the FRC also provides parenting classes and 

tents for the homeless. President Dennis Pilon presented Ginger with a Golf  

Umbrella and sample jackets. 

 

ROCC committee members delivering donations of 

food to the Family Resource Center. 
Boxes of the donations for the  

annual food drive. 
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John Finley of ERA, American-INV, had a chance to draw for the Queen of Hearts worth $240;   unfortunately, 

he did not win but he will receive a free lunch at the next meeting. Dennis Loger of    Keller Williams won the 

share n share and donated his share back to the Family Resource who received a total of $241.                          

Thanks Dennis!! 

Lisa Kiddon of Brighthouse was the Business Partner of the month.  Lisa         

provided folders containing information on the Realtor® Referral Program to 

everyone in attendance.  She also provided candy filled jars that were won by:  

Scott Bender~ Keller Williams, Dennis Loger~ Keller Williams, Jacqui          

Watkins~ John C Meyer Locksmith, Betty Powell~ ERA American INV, Lisa 

VanDeBoe~ Plantation Realty, Jack Schofield~ Century 21 JW Morton, Trish 

Antonetti~ EXIT Realty Leaders BH, Cheryl Lambert~  RE/MAX Realty One 

INV, Hazel Carlson~ Franklin Realty Consultants, Doug Lindsey~ ERA            

American BH, Bobbi DiLego~ ERA American BH, Roger Carlson~ Franklin 

Realty Consultants, Lorraine OôRegan~ C-21, JW Morton, Bob Ringo~           

Hometeam Inspection, Sandra Beck~ ERA American BH, Kristi Bortz~            

Plantation Realty, Peg Price~ EXIT Realty Leaders CR and Bernadette                 

Poorman~ EXIT Realty Leaders BH.    Thank you Lisa!! 

Past President John Finley drawing for Queen of Hearts               President Denise Pilon recognizing Business Partners 

         Lisa Kiddon          

Brighhouse Networks 
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December General Membership Meeting and  

Christmas for the Family Resource Center  

 
DATE:   Thursday, December 8th, 2011 

   TIME:  5:30p.m. 

   WHERE:  RACC  

   COST:  $11 

 

Please bring an unwrapped toy, clothes, shoes, coats or a warm             
blanket for a child.  We are also collecting non -perishable food items 

and toiletries.  All donations will be given to the Family Resource          

Center.  Nothing is more precious than the smile of a child.  

 

 

Dinner will be catered by Oysters and the menu will consist of: 

Tossed Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Potatoes Au Gratin, Green Beans, 
Cookies, Soda, Wine and Beer.  

    

 

To register, visit www.raccfl.com, log in and click òeventó.  Choose the title of the event add to your 

cart and click enter payment info at top right to complete the transaction, or call 746 -7550.                                                         



 6 

 

 BUSINESS PARTNER SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH  

        SALLY WADE -  American Mortgage Lenders  

 

Sally was born in St. Petersburg and raised in Dunnellon so we 
have another native Floridian in our midst.  After she  married her 
high school sweetheart, they left the sunshine of Florida for the 
snow and ice of Alaska. He was in the service and they enjoyed a 
3-year tour in the glorious land of glaciers and wildlife.  They re-
turned to Florida when he became  stationed at MacDill.  After he 
left the service, he began employment with Florida Power which 
brought them back to Citrus County. Shortly after their return, they 
divorced. Sally was a single mom for many years raising her 
daughter Lindsey and son, Lance.  Lindsey is a now a teacher at  
Crystal River High, and Lance is close to graduating from USF. 
Lindsey is married and has a 5 month old son, Noah. Noah is 
Sallyôs first grandchild.  

Sally has been in Citrus County for the past 24 years. She worked 
in banking in the mortgage department for First Florida Bank for 9 
years. Then, she transferred to Citrus National Bank which eventually became Southtrust. She left          
Southtrust and went to work for Premier Mortgage. When Sally decided to go out on her own, she started 
American Mortgage Lenders, a branch of Open Mortgage Co., which is located in Texas. She stressed that 
she is an employee of Open Mortgage. She knew that establishing a branch would give her more security 
as an employee. Sally supports the business solely on her earned commission. Both Open Mortgage and 
American Mortgage Lenders are both mortgage brokers and bankers; both locations have money to lend 
and the mortgage is processed, as Sally told me, ñwhichever way works best for the customer.ò  I did not 
realize that American Mortgage Lenders is simply Sallyôs ñdoing business as (DBA)ò.  It is not a company 
on its own.  

She is very involved in Gulf to Lake Church, teaching 3 and 4 year old children. She is also a  trustee at 
the church. Sheôs been involved since the church was first started and was there for its very first service.  

Sally is also the treasurer of Suncoast Business Masters which is a small networking group that meets 
weekly. They sponsor two charities a year, Early Learning Coalition and the Sheriffôs Youth Expo. They 
have an auction coming up in two weeks for the Early Learning Coalition and whatever amount they raise 
will be matched by the state of Florida. For every 4 cents they make, the state will match with 96 cents. 
Sally told me the Suncoast Business Masters usually donate around $8000 to $10,000 which, with the 
state match, can be as high as $100,000. The Early Learning Coalition helps with preparing needy families 
and their very young children for the start of their school career with supplies, child care etc.  They also 
have partnered up with the Sheriff for the Youth Expo in the spring.  

Sally is also the treasurer of the Citrus County Womenôs Council of Realtors.   Sheôs been involved with 
WCR for the past 6 years back when it was combined with Hernando. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 continued 
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              BUSINESS PARTNER SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH  

                      SALLY WADE ,  American Mortgage Lenders  

Sally, as we are all aware, has been involved with our Board for many years. She is at most meetings 
and events. I asked her why and she said, óit takes all of us to make this successful. Right  now we are 
all going through such hard times that I think it takes a partnership to help each one of us through it. We 
both support each other. Our jobs really go hand in hand. The customers need the financing and we 
need the customersò.  She went on to say that sheôs been in the business for so long that she has so 
many Realtor® friends whom she enjoys connecting with at the meetings and events.  

As we all know, Sally is married to Gene Wade. They were introduced by Jim Wade at a  Chamber 
mixer. Gene was single and visiting from New Jersey. They dated a little before his return to New Jersey 
and continued a long distance relationship for a year and a half until Gene moved to Citrus County and 
they were married. That was 14 years ago.  

I asked Sally if she was a golfer like her husband. She told me, with a laugh, that she needs some          
lessons, first. I can certainly identify with that! She admitted that she would love to be a golfer and          
enjoyed it the little she has played.  She loves the Bucs, Rays and the Gators and she and Gene enjoy 
watching sports and attending games. They also host lots of family gatherings. The Wades have a large 
family, locally, so I am sure there are many wonderful events to celebrate. They live near Seven Rivers 
Golf and Country Club, for obvious reasons and now much of the Wade family is in the same neighbor-
hood. Lindsey was quite an accomplished golfer as a teenager (and is the golf coach at Crystal River 
High) which was the main reason Sally and Gene bought in that community. Sally and Gene also love to 
travel on cruises and take trips to Las Vegas etc. They just got back from the EXIT convention in         
Nashville. I always have to ask about pets. They have two rescue pups; a cockapoo Bonnie and a             
poodle Gigi. 

Sallyôs office is full of baby things. She loves to babysit Noah when the need arises. We had a very en-
joyable time together. Sally has a great sense of humor and smiled all the way through our interview. 
Giving back to the community also seems to be high on her list of successes. It never ceases to amaze 
me to learn how much our spectacular group of business partners and Realtors® give back to the 
county. We should all be so proud to be a part of this awesome group of people!                                       

                                                                                                       Written by Marvia Korol 
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Our Money Girl                                                                                                          

Tucked away in the corner of our beautiful RACC building is Michelle, our hard-
working  accountant/bookkeeper extraordinaire. Not many of us know much about 
Michelle but I  promise you, after you read this, you will!   

Michelle hails from Hanover, Massachusetts and after college worked, as an        
accountant, in Boston in a large engineering firm. She and her parents had been 
visiting Citrus County for years since Michelle was a child. It seemed a natural 
choice, when her father decided to retire, that Citrus County would be their              
destination.  

Michelleôs first job in Citrus County was in an insurance agency. She started off as a bookkeeper at 
Lassiter-Ware. Eventually she acquired her insurance license in all lines (health, life, commercial, personal 
lines etc.) which is a major accomplishment. (I admire anyone who has passed these tests. They are           
brutal!)  She worked as an insurance agent for 20 plus years and then, decided it was time for a change. At 
that time, Barry Cook asked Michelleôs sister if she knew of a bookkeeper. Michelle thought the position 
was at Prudential but soon discovered it was at the Board. Her first love, she told me, has always been  
accounting so this new job was a dream come true. That was five years ago. She is where she wants to 
be. I asked her how the ñgirlsò get along and she told me, famously! ñEveryone helps each other.ò Like 
every other staff member, her eyes lit up when I asked her that question. ñI love my job!ò she went on to 
say. ñIôve never loved any other job like I love this one!ò Her hours are 7am to 3:30pm. I asked her why so 
early and she said that the first hour is quiet and she is able to accomplish more without any interruptions. 
Makes sense. I asked her on a scale of one to ten, if her job is stressful. She laughed. ñCompared to my 
previous positions, not at all and thatôs because I enjoy it so much!ò Michelle also ñdoes the booksò for two 
other companies at home.  

She met her husband, Glen, when, as a young woman, she made the decision to build a home. Her family 
lived in Inverness and Householder Homes was a much respected builder in that area. Glen was the sales 
person for the family business and when Michelle made the decision to build with Householder, Glen was 
her contact. A year later they were married. Glen has two daughters from his first marriage, and Michelle 
considers them her children as well and they have two grandchildren (ages 4 and 6) who reside in St.           
Petersburg. When Glenôs brother decided to retire, Householder Homes closed. Glen is now a building  
inspector for the county, a job he enjoys very much.  

Okay, everyone, are you ready for this? When I asked Michelle what she and Glen do for fun, her answer 
surprised me. They gamble!! They love to go to Biloxi, Hard Rock, Cherokee in NC, Vegaséyou name it! 
Theyôve been there! I guess it makes senseé.numbersémoneyéit fits! When I asked her if she was on 
the plus or minus side, she told me, ñwe are VERY conservative!ò They have a system. However much 
they win, they put it aside and do not gamble it away. I know from experience how difficult it is to discipline 
yourself to pocket your winnings but they do it very successfully. Once they run through their spending 
money, they leave. Oh, to have such willpower is a gift. . I own a few chandeliers at a selection of different 
casinos, myself, but I bet they donôt! I think itôs wonderful when a couple finds pleasure in something they 
enjoy together whether itôs sports, bird-watching or gambling. Most definitely Michelle and Glen have found 
theirs. They love to cruise, as well, and just came back from a weekôs cruise to celebrate their 20th                   
anniversary.  

 

                                                                                                                                                      continued 

     RACC - SPOTLIGHT OF THE  MONTH 

                 Michelle Householder  
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Michelle is a coupon clipper and a super saver in every sense of the word and that fits, too. She is amazing 
when she tells me stories of the benefits of her saving. I should be so good!  One year, as a young woman, 
she coupon clipped and put all of her savings in a drawer. At the end of the year she was able to pay for a 
spectacular vacation. She is very proud of her savings talent and rightly so. She told me she has always been 
a saver from the time she was a little girl. The benefits give her such enjoyment and she was most eager to 
share this part of her. ñIôm not cheap!ò she insisted. ñIôm just frugal!ò Sheôs been teased over the years, she 
told me, but I bet no oneôs laughing now.  

They also have a boat and enjoy fishing, scalloping etc. Michelle doesnôt eat fish but Glen does and they         
enjoy spending the night on the boat. They have two kittieséSimba and Cricket that they both love dearly, 
and Michelle entertained me with the cutest stories as to how they acquired them and their daily antics.             
Michelleôs brothers and sister and their families also reside in Citrus County so she is a very busy lady. 

When I asked Michelle, how we, the Realtors, treat her, she said ñgreat.ò She loves it when Realtors visit. 
ñThey have a sense of humor and we laugh.ò  Itôs amazing to me, when I conduct these interviews, how very 
fascinating each person is and, in many cases, the box I put them in, before I really ñknewò them, is totally the 
WRONG box!  

Now that we have ñmetò all of the RACC staff, I think we can all agree that we are most fortunate to have such 
an interesting and interested, smart, cheerful, dedicated group of women keeping the business end of our or-
ganization running smoothly. Thanks to Bonnie, Mary, Melonie, Dorothy and Michelle for sharing......you all 
entertained me and made this little ñjobò of mine very rewarding.                  

                                                                                                                                  Written by Marvia Korol. 

           RACCðSPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH 

                MICHELLE   HOUSEHOLDER  
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Jeri Diehl, Office Manager/Closing Agent 

 Caroline Prestidge, Closing Agent 

Stella Eiland, Admin Assistant    
  

478 NE 3
rd

 St., Suite C 

Crystal River, FL  34429 
Phone (352) 794-6087 


