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UPCOMING 2018 EVENTS/CLASSES

n Oct. 4  — Contend Marketing Seminar 
n Oct. 10 — Professionalism Success: Transaction by Transaction (3 Hr. CE)
n Oct. 11 — Contracts Class (4Hr. CE)
n Oct. 12 — Business Partner Showcase Central Ridge Comm. Center 
n Oct. 16 — USDA New Construction Financing (2 Hr. CE)

All events will be held at REALTORS® Association of Citrus County 714 S Scarboro 
Ave. Lecanto, FL 34464, unless noted otherwise. All events/classes are limited to Licensed 
Agents &/or Business Partners unless marked Public. For a complete listing, visit www.
raccfl.com. Call 352-746-7550 to register or register on Clareity.

Ruth EdwaRds
2018 President-Elect

Over the next several weeks, 
signs will be placed through-

out the county with the slogan 
“Everybody Is For Amendment 2 
and Amendment 2 Is 
For Everybody.” In 
2008, voters approved 
a constitutional 
amendment that im-
posed a 10 percent 
limit on how much 
certain property taxes 
could be increased 
each year. On Jan. 1, 
2019, those yearly lim-
its will expire.

Amendment 2 is not 
a tax cut or tax in-
crease. Simply, 
Amendment 2 keeps 
these limits, which are already 
in place, and makes them 
permanent.     

What does Amendment 2 mean 
for you?  

If Amendment 2 does not pass, 
Floridians will be greatly af-
fected.  Local family-owned busi-
nesses would see an increase of 
their property taxes by 30, 40, 50 
percent or higher, thus raising 

the cost to the consumer. Tenants 
would face an increase in rents 
as landlords pass the increase on 
to them.  

What happens if the 10 percent 
cap is repealed?

 There will be negative im-
pacts on taxpayers 
and Florida as a 
whole.  At the current 
millage rates, the 
taxes in Florida could 
be raised by approxi-
mately $700 million. 
In 2007, Florida Tax-
Watch, along with the 
Center for Economic 
Forecasting and Anal-
ysis at FSU, evaluated 
the economic impacts 
of property tax cuts. 
Reducing property 
taxes reduces housing 

costs and reduces the price of 
doing business. This results in an 
increase in capital-intensive in-
vestment at the producer level, a 
decrease in unemployment as 
demand for jobs increases, and 
an increase in disposable per-
sonal income. If reducing prop-
erty taxes produces these 
impacts, property tax increases 
will have the opposite effect.  

What properties are affected by 
Amendment 2?

 If Amendment 2 is repealed, 
non-homesteaded property, va-
cation homes, second homes, in-
vestment property and 
businesses will see property 
taxes skyrocket.  

Will passage of Amendment 2 
have a negative effect on our 
schools and first responders?

 Amendment 2 will simply 
keep in place the cap on prop-
erty taxes that was voted on in 
2008.  This means funding for our 
schools and first responders will 

not be impacted.  
Who supports Amendment 2?
 Amendment 2 is strongly sup-

ported by state and local govern-
ments, small businesses and 
local REALTORS®.  

What can you do to advocate 
the passage of Amendment 2?

The best way to advocate for 
Amendment 2 is to spread the 
word about the benefits of the 
passage of this constitutional 
amendment. Encourage your 
family, friends and neighbors to 
support the amendment.  

On Nov. 6, when you go to the 
polls, remember — Everybody Is 
For Amendment 2 and Amend-
ment 2 Is For Everybody. VOTE 
YES FOR AMENDMENT 2. 

For more information on 
Amendment 2, please contact the 
REALTORS® Association of Cit-
rus Couny at 352-746-7550.  

 
Ruth Edwards, 2018 President- 

Elect of the REALTORS® 
Association of Citrus County. 
She was the 2017 Director of the 
R.A.C.C., 2017 Director of Home 
Ownership for Everyone, Inc., a 
REALTOR® with Only Way 
Realty Citrus and a R.P.A.C. 
Major Investor.

Amendment 2: Why it is important for taxpayers

Ruth Edwards

At the 2018 Annual Meeting (Sept. 13) the first R.A.C.C. Leadership Class Graduates 
received recognition and certificates from R.A.C.C. Leadership Chair Rob Tessmer, Jr.  
Each participant attended 6 monthly sessions to develop the skills to make a 
significant impact in their professional, personal, and civic interest; and be empowered 
to be part of the next generation of REALTORS® leaders.  Participants attended a team-
building experience, travelled to Tallahassee for Great American REALTOR® Days and 
met leaders in both state and local level to become better equipped to move forward in 
their profession. Congratulations Leadership Class of 2018:  Kerry Rosselet (Century 21 
J.W Morton Real Estate, Inc.) Denise Helt (ERA American Realty) and Margit (Gitta)  
Barth (Coldwell Banker Investors Realty).

REALTORS® Association of Citrus County 
2018  Leadership Class Graduates

Pictured L-R: Kim Devane, Secretary; Kerry Rosselet, BOD; Kelly 
Tedrick, BOD; Linda Cridland, Interim Association Executive; Tony 
Pauelsen, BOD; CJ Dixon, President; Jeanne Pickrel, Interim 
Treasurer; and Ruth Edwards, President-Elect, Citrus County 
Ambassador for Amendment 2. 

The 25th Annual REAL-
TORS® Association Golf 
Tournament was held 
Monday, Sept. 24, at Cit-
rus Hills, raising funds 
for nonprofits in Citrus 
County. The 2018 fund-
raising proceeds will be 
donated to: Citrus County 
Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter — Jessie’s Place, Hu-
manitarians of Florida 
(Citrus County) and Citrus 
Cancer AID Foundation. 

This story began when 
Rob Tessmer Sr. and O.C. 
Cook (both with Coldwell 
Banker Investors Realty 
of Citrus Co.) had the “no-
tion” to raise funds for a 
charity. According to Rob 
Sr.: “We stumbled our way 
through, cooking and 
after many shopping 
trips, still ran out of beer. 
Neither one of us knew 
what we were doing, but 
we raised a little money.”

Over the last 24 years, 
the R.A.C.C. Golf Tourna-
ment has raised $239,245 
to support local charities.   

Ninety-six golfers en-
joyed the day on the Oaks 
Course at Citrus Hills, 

competing, having fun, 
enjoying lunch and bever-
ages on the course. Thank 
you to the 2018 major 
sponsors: nrl Mortgage, 
Fontana Realty, ERA 
American Realty-ERA 
Suncoast Realty and the 
Chronicle. A huge thank 
you to all our golfers, vol-
unteers, sponsors — 
Major, Platinum and 
Gold, as well as all the 
tees sponsors, door prize 
donations and goodie bag 
items. A special thank you 
to Leon McClellan (M&B 

Dairy) for donating his 
time and cooking experi-
ence, as well as providing 
his “world famous BBQ” 
to support the R.A.C.C. 
event.  

Please watch for the 
October REALTOR® Con-
nection (Oct. 28) for a full 
list of sponsors, winners, 
etc.

The REALTORS® As-
sociation of Citrus County 
appreciates every indi-
vidual/business that 
makes “giving back” to 
our community possible.

At the REALTORS® Association Annual Member Luncheon Meeting (Sept. 13), the 
association welcomed 12 new members. The new members received a copy of the 
REALTOR® Pledge, REALTOR® Pin and swore an oath listing the objective, benefits and 
obligations of being a REALTOR®.  Lunch was catered by Oysters Restaurant. Pictured: 
L to R Joseph Clark- ERA American Realty of Citrus, Paula Schmitt- ERA American 
Realty of Citrus, Angela Jones- ERA American Realty of Citrus, Kathleen Antoni- ERA 
American Realty of Citrus, Sharon Campbell-Keller Williams, Natalie Innes-Parsley Real 
Estate, Inc., Judith Leonard-Summerwind Realty, Karen Bender-Craven Realty, Angelo 
Arcadipane-Citrus Ridge Realty. Second row L to R: Charles Brinager Landmark Realty, 
Michele Harvey-ERA Suncoast Realty and Cassandra Maisel-Active Agent Realty LLC. 
Congratulations and success to the new members.

REALTORS® Association 
Welcomes New Members

2018 Golf Tourney a Success!

Scott Shannon (driver) with John Shannon (NRL 
Mortgage).

R.A.C.C. Business Partner Spotlight 
for September

The Business Partner 
for September shines on 
Amanda Rowthorn with 
Wollinka Wikle Title In-
surance Agency. 

Amanda is a frequent 
visitor and friend of the 
REALTORS® Associa-
tion of Citrus County.  
Amanda started her em-
ployment with Wollinka 
Wikle Title Insurance in 
2011, becoming an active 
R.A.C.C. Business Part-
ner.  Amanda has chaired 
the Business Partners 
Committee and has been 
active on the Golf Tour-
nament committee for 
over 10 years. Always ac-
tive and participating in 
R.A.C.C. events, she is 
the class coordinator for 

the 
“Contract to Close” por-
tion of the Orientation. 

Amanda was born in 
Michigan, moved to Cit-
rus County in 1988 and 
graduated Lecanto High 
School.  Amanda at-
tended the College of 
Central Florida, receiv-
ing an AA degree in law 
and an AS degree in 

Business. Amanda ven-
tured into the title insur-
ance field in 2001 and 
became licensed in 2006.

Amanda is a Leader-
ship Citrus Graduate 
and been an active mem-
ber of Suncoast Business 
Masters since 2012.

Amanda states: “This 
year I will be celebrating 
20 years with the love of 
my life (who is a Citrus 
County native). I have 
11-year-old who keeps 
me busy. I totally love 
what I do and I love the 
people of Citrus County.  
I would not want to be 
anywhere else.”

Congratulations, 
Amanda!  

Amanda Rowthorn


